Joan J. Milaeger

September 10, 1927 - September 7, 2018

Joan J. (nee: Erickson) Milaeger, a child of God, went home to her Savior in
heaven on Friday, September 7, 2018. She died peacefully at home,
surrounded by family after a recent cancer illness.

Joan was born in Sister Bay, Wl on September 10, 1927, the daughter of the
late Herman and Mayme (nee: Witalison) Erickson. Her family moved to
Racine in 1942 when her father became the keeper at Wind Point Lighthouse.
Joan was a 1945 graduate of Wm. Horlick High School and was honored with
their "Graduate of Distinction" award in 2008.

On January 18, 1947, Joan was united in marriage to Daniel Milaeger at St.
John's Lutheran Church. She was an active member of St. John's for more
than 70 years and sang in the choir for 27 years. Joan also was a member of
Racine Yacht Club, Friends of Plum and Pilot Islands, and many garden
center organizations. Joan and her husband Dan were the founders of
Milaeger's Garden Mart, which they founded in 1960. She remained active in
the Milaeger's stores and greenhouses throughout her life. Joan and Dan
loved being on the Great Lakes and enjoyed many excursions with family and
friends. Joan loved cooking and made wonderful home-cooked meals for the
family daily. She will be deeply missed by her daughter, Kristine (Dan)
Reisdorf and their children, Eric (Eileen) Reisdorf, and their children, Daniel
and Olivia Reisdorf; Kara (Philip) Kading and their children, Liliana, Sofie and
Charles Kading; Joan’s twin sons, Kent (Robin) Milaeger and their four
children, Rebecca (Doug) Stillman and their children, Isaac Schultz, River,



Soren and Esme Stillman; Holly Milaeger, Stephen Milaeger and Stewart
Milaeger; and Joan’s other son Kevin (Susan) Milaeger and their son, David
(Elsa) Milaeger and their daughter, Lucy. Further survived by a sister-in-law,
Faye Erickson, nieces, nephews, other relatives and many friends. Joan was
preceded in death by her husband, Daniel on September 12, 2007, brothers,
Charles Erickson and Harry (Dorothy) Erickson; sisters, Helen (Doug) Carlson
and Lois (James) Gordon; sister-in-law, Betty (Walter) Milaeger-Pinnow.
Funeral services for Joan will be held at St. John's Lutheran Church, 1501
Erie Street on Friday, September 14, 2018 at 10am with Rev. Jack Gilbert
officiating. She will be laid to rest at Graceland Cemetery. Visitation at St.
John’s Lutheran Church, Thursday, from 4pm until 8pm and on Friday from
9am until 10am. Memorials to Friends of Plum and Pilot Islands, St. John's
Endowment Fund or St. John's Renovation Fund are suggested. A special
thank you to Dr. Mark DeCheck and his wife, Carole for friendship and care
and to Hospice Alliance. Online condolences can be expressed at www.sturin
ofuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Graceland Cemetery

Racine, WI



Tribute Wall

.l Sturino Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Joan J.
Milaeger
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Sturino Funeral Home - September 12, 2018 at 03:43 PM

Dear Milaeger Family,

Our deepest condolences to your family and all who love Joan.
While we are sad at her passing, we rejoice that you enjoyed her
unconditional love, amazing work ethic, tremendous support and
shining example. We are blessed to have known her. May smiling
memories of happiest times ease your sorrow. Fondly, Jill Jensen
and Jack Grassel

Jill Jensen Jack Grassel - September 18, 2018 at 10:11 AM

Our Serendipity Child Care Center family I
send our condolences to the Milaeger Family.

Thoughts and prayers to all of you. I -

Serendipity CC - September 13, 2018 at 10:07 PM




87 files added to the album Life Tributes

Sturino Funeral Home - September 12, 2018 at 01:26 PM

We are so sorry for your loss. | enjoyed being in choir with Her. |
was never too good at reading music, so | would listen to Joan sing
and | could catch on to our part. She was always so sweet and kind
to us. She will surely be missed. Our sympathy to the entire family.
Jim & Joanne Wilson, Neenah, Wi.

Joanne Wilson - September 12, 2018 at 10:32 AM

| am sorry to be so late in expressing my sympathy. Joan's dad and my
grandpa, Helmer Erickson, were brothers. | remember going to the
Windpoint Lighthouse to visit a long time ago. | had just been thinking
of Joan and her sisters when the news came that she had passed. |
am sorry | could not attend the service. | remember attending the
Erickson get together at her home in Sister Bay. My sympathy to all of
her family. Carol Zimmer

Carol Zimmer - December 14, 2018 at 11:02 AM



