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Lani Braley (nee Wohlust) 
 August 1, 1944 – October 30, 2021 

 

On Saturday, October 30, after battling numerous health problems, Lani
Braley (nee Wohlust) passed away peacefully, in her home, surrounded by
family. 

 

For most reading this you’ll probably pronounce her name wrong. Everyone
who knew her has heard it happen and it became somewhat of an inside joke.
She was born in 1944, when her father was stationed in Hawaii during WWII.
The name Leilani is common in Hawaii and her father, liking the name,
shortened it to Lani (pronounced Lonnie.) 

At 15, Lani started working at the Venetian Theatre as a candy girl. She was
later promoted to head candy girl, traveling between the Rialto and Venetian
Theatres. 

 

She then became the front desk clerk at the YMCA where she met, and later
married, William Braley in 1966. They moved to the Chicago suburbs and had
2 daughters, Lorelei and Marnie. It was a brief marriage and in 1969 she
moved back to Racine, found a job as a secretary at the Blaha Muth
Advertising Agency and began raising her 2 daughters on her own. 



In 1974, wanting to give their father more time with his children, Lani moved
herself and her daughters to Norfolk, CT, where she worked as a clerk in a
small gift store. In 1981, after her ex-husband was transferred to Florida, she
decided it was time to go back to Racine where she would live the rest of her
life. In January 1983 she started working as an Estimating Secretary at
Modine Manufacturing and that is where she would work until she retired in
October 2006. 

 

Lani spent many happy years volunteering as a makeup artist at the Racine
Theatre Guild where she met many lifelong friends. She loved supporting the
local veterans (many of them old classmates who served in the Vietnam war)
and volunteered to apply the bronze paint and makeup to the soldiers who
pose on the parade floats. She always said she loved to bronze the vets. And,
speaking of parades, every single family member has witnessed her loud
displays of joy (and whooping and clapping and dancing) whenever the Kilties
marched by. 

At age 19, in early 1964, before birth control or Roe v Wade, Lani found
herself pregnant. A family doctor suggested a maternity home in Florida
where she would be given room and board in exchange for giving her baby up
for adaption. She gave birth to a daughter in December 1964 and moved back
to Racine. But Lani never stopped thinking of her daughter, and in 1998 her
lifelong wish came true when she was reunited with her daughter Robin, who
was welcomed into the family. They maintained a close and loving relationship
until the end. 

 

Lani spent her retirement years doing the things she loved. Going to movies,
having lunch with her sisters or old classmates from Horlick High School.
Baking cookies with her grandchildren, going to Vegas and National Parks.
Tending her flower beds and cooking holiday dinners. She was a member of



Covenant Presbyterian Church, and enjoyed Sunday services, knitting with
the church group, and chair yoga. But most of all she loved spending Sunday
afternoons in her sunroom watching NASCAR or Packer games. 

 

Lani is survived by three loving daughters, Robin (Jerry) Lillard of McAllen,
TX, Lorelei (Tom) Smith of Oak Creek, WI, and Marnie (Michael Fisher) Hidde
of Mt. Pleasant, WI. Six grandchildren: Jacob and Hannah Lillard, Paige and
Maxwell Hidde, and Jordan and Dylan Smith. Also survived by her sisters
Autumn (John) Lenart and Paris (Tashe) Bozinovski, brother-in-law, Robert
(Melody) Carter, as well as nieces and nephews Kerry (Rachael), Scott
(Isabel), Chad (Kristy), Michael (Sheila) Carter; Brea and Brett Lenart; and
Erika Bozinovski and Alyssa Minger. 

 

Lani was preceded in death by her parents “Kerry” and Aileen “Skip” Wohlust
and her sister Melody Carter and many dear aunts and uncles and cherished
family and friends. 

 

The funeral service will be held at Sturino Funeral Home on Friday, November
5, 2021 at 6:00pm with visitation from 4:30 – 6:00pm. 

The family would like to give a special thanks to Marnie Hidde, who lived with
Lani during the last week of her life. This made it possible for her to be
comfortable in her own home until the end. And to Compassus Hospice for all
their support.



Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 5. 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Sturino Funeral Home
3014 Northwestern Avenue
Racine, WI 53404
(262) 632-4479
info@sturinofuneralhome.com

Memorial Service

NOV 5. 6:00 PM (CT)

Sturino Funeral Home
3014 Northwestern Avenue
Racine, WI 53404
(262) 632-4479
info@sturinofuneralhome.com

mailto:info@sturinofuneralhome.com
mailto:info@sturinofuneralhome.com
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Sturino Funeral Home - November 05, 2021 at 09:39 AM

Sturino Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Lani
Braley

November 05, 2021 at 12:15 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Lani Braley.

November 04, 2021 at 06:53 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Lani Braley.

https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 04, 2021 at 05:37 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Lani Braley.

Sturino Funeral Home - November 03, 2021 at 04:50 PM

66 files added to the album LifeTributes

David Lauer - November 03, 2021 at 11:44 AM

I have fond memories of Lani from my sophomore year at Horlick
HS. She was a "senior girl," always smiling and cheerful. I had no
idea that we were born exactly 2 years apart. Rest in peace, Lani.
To her family, may you be comforted as you grieve her passing. The
world is a better place for Lani having been in it for 77 years.

https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 03, 2021 at 10:41 AM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Lani Braley.

Bob Mausing - November 03, 2021 at 08:55 AM

Our condolences to all of Lani's loved ones. Our time working with
Lani is filled with great memories. Bob and Julie Mausing

Gary & Gerry Lipor - November 03, 2021 at 06:58 AM

Please accept our sympathy and prayers for your loss. May she
RIP. Sorry we cannot be with you at this time, but you’re all in our
thoughts. 
Gary & Gerry Lipor

Judy Amundsen - November 02, 2021 at 10:09 PM

Sending thoughts and prayers to the entire Wohlust family. Growing
up on Walton Avenue with her older sister, Melody, I enjoyed the
entire Wohlust family when they lived upstairs on Geneva Street, all
four daughters sharing one bedroom. It was crowded chaos that
everyone else envied. She certainly led a full life! 

 Judy Wilda Amundsen

https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 02, 2021 at 05:38 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Lani Braley.

Your friends at Advocate Aurora Health. - November 02, 2021
at 05:03 PM

Your friends at Advocate Aurora Health.
purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family
of Lani Braley.

Nancy Ann Danielson - November 02, 2021 at 03:31 PM

Nancy Ann Danielson lit a candle in memory
of Lani Braley

https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Elaine J Koenen - November 02, 2021 at 03:00 PM

There are to many memories and if I had to pick one it would be our
last trip to N. Carolina to see the Nascar Museum. We had so many
laughs on that trip. Lani was a dear friend and I will miss her so
much. Tuesdays will never be the same as we met almost every
week for a movie, popcorn, lunch and many long discussions about
life and reminiscing about our ventures. Lani was a warm, caring,
thoughtful person and she will be deeply missed. Elaine Koenen, life
long friend

November 02, 2021 at 12:18 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Lani Braley.

November 02, 2021 at 11:09 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Lani Braley.

https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sturinofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

